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Dear Parents/Guardians of Cliffwood Elementary, 

Happy New Year! It is truly unbelievable that we are already half-way through the 

school year, and what a wonderful school year it’s been! During the month of December 

students discussed the topic of generosity, including the who, what, where, and when of 

showing generosity (i.e. to everyone, with anything, anywhere, at any time). To aid in this 

discussion, students and I read the book Extra Yarn written by Mac Barnett, which 

showcased the ‘magic’ of generosity. Depending on grade level, students created coupon 

books of generous acts to gift to a special person in their lives or a picture book depicting 

the many ways in which one can show generosity towards others. 

In order to obtain the book I utilized for the December guidance lesson, I had the 

pleasure of visiting the local Matawan-Aberdeen Public Library. During my visit, I 

learned about the many fun, diverse, and best of all, free programs offered at this 

amazing community resource! Based on this information, I encourage all 

parents/guardians to take their families to the public library and participate in these 

various activities. These are fabulous opportunities to increase critical family time as well 

as support your learners towards promoting their academic, social/emotional, and 

professional success! Please refer to page two of my newsletter for official event details 

and information (courtesy of the Matawan-Aberdeen Library website) for the January 

calendar of events. If you happen to attend an exceptional program offered, please reach 

out to let me know so that I may mention it in my February newsletter! 

During the January guidance lesson, students can look forward to reviewing what 

it means to show perseverance when those mid-year struggles come to a head. 

Specifically, students will focus on developing and sustaining positive self-

esteem/confidence, seen as an essential skill to utilize across the life span. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Levine 

Mrs. Levine, School Counselor 

jlevine@marsd.org 

732-705-5630 
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